
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 The Reception children thoroughly enjoyed their sessions learning more 

about dinosaurs and palaeontology and meeting different baby dinosaurs 

earlier this week. The children were digging in sand trays to find a variety 

of different fossils which they then had to identify.  Nursery also had the 

opportunity to join in and meet the dinosaurs and learn their names.   

Mrs Bourne has been improving our outdoor space this term by growing 

seeds and planting in our beds at the back of school. Today all of the Infant children planted a 

wildflower seeds in little pots, so that they can learn about the process of growth in plants. 

These seeds can be transplanted to your garden areas when they have bloomed. We hope 

the children enjoy watching their flowers grow. 

Our Year 1 children will be taking their Phonics Screening Check in June, so we would 
appreciate it if parents could take a little time to practise blending the sounds on the sheets 
sent home each week. In addition, there are some super free resources on Phonics Play 
which help the children https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ improve their phonic knowledge. 
Reception will be learning about Road Safety after half term with the Essex Highways who will 

run sessions with all classes teaching them how to be safe on the roads. We will send out 

further details nearer the time. 

Our Assessment week for Year 1 and 2 will take place in the week beginning Monday 9th June. 

The children will have their end of year tests which will form part of the teachers’ assessment 

of their progress and attainment. These will be reported in our final reports in July. 

We have some dates to add to your diaries for the upcoming Summer 2 half term. Sports’ 

days for Reception - Thursday 10th July at 9:15am; Year 1 – Friday 27th June at 10:00am; Year 

2 – Friday 27th June at 2:15pm. These will be subject to change should the weather be 

inclement; an alternative date will be sent out.  In addition, our Festival of Culture will take 

place on Friday 11th July in the afternoon. More details to follow nearer the time. We look 

forward to a fun-filled Summer 2 half term.   

 

 

 

Finally, we wish you and your families a happy and healthy half term. We look forward to 

welcoming you back on Monday 2nd June at the usual times. 

Mrs Wright – Interim Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 

Week beginning 26th May—

Half Term  

Monday 2nd June—Pupils 

return to school 

Monday 2nd June—Rabbit and 

Chameleon class Forest School 

sessions. 

Friday 27th June—Year 1 Sports 

Day, 10am 

Friday 27th June—Year 2 Sports 

Day, 2.15pm 

Thursday 10th July—Reception 

Sports day, 9.15am 

Friday 11th July—Festival of 

Culture 

Tuesday 22nd July—Last day of 

Term, Early finish on this date.  

 

Friday 23rd May 2025 

Dinner Menu 

Dinner menu week beginning Monday 2nd June will be the Week 3 menu, from 

the Summer 2025 Menu.  

Our menus can be found online here. Paper copies are available from the foyer 

by the school office.  

Weekly clubs 

The following clubs are running 

during the Summer Term.  

Monday:  

Front Row music lessons, Year 2 

(during the school day) 

Football, Year 2—Colchester United, 

3.15-4.15 

Dance, Year 1 and 2—Carol Gale 

School of Dance, 3.15-4.15pm 

Tuesday:  

Military Club, Year 1 and 2, 3.15-4.15  

Wednesday: 

Gymnastics, Year 1 —SCS, 3.15-4.15 

Thursday:  

Gardening club, Reception. Starts 5th 

June.  

Friday : 

Art Club, Year 2, 3.15-4.15 
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Friday 23rd May 2025 

EYFS Dinosaur Workshop 

Wednesday 21st May 

On Wednesday, we were delighted to welcome a Dinosaur workshop to the school, which was held 

for our Reception and Nursery pupils.  

The Reception children met some baby dinosaurs and had the opportunity to be palaeontologists, 

uncovering fossils and using the books and posters to identify what they had discovered.  

The baby dinosaurs also visited the Nursery children during the morning session.   

Is my child too ill for school?  

NHS Guidance 

 

When recording pupils’ absences, we follow the NHS guidance  ‘Is 
my child too ill for school?’, when determining if an absence will 
be authorised or unauthorised.   

When contacting the school office to inform us of your child’s 
absence, please be sure to state clearly what their illness is, or the 
symptoms of their illness. We are unable to authorise absences 
for children who are reported to be unwell by using phrases such 
as “still unwell/poorly”, “not themselves” or “under the weather”, 
as these phrases do not indicate a clear reason for your child’s 
absence. 

Please be aware that if your child’s absence due to illness is longer 
than 3 days, evidence may be requested by the school.  

We would like to advise that school policy following an incident of 
sickness or diarrhoea is for the pupil to remain off school until 48 
hours after the last bout of vomiting or diarrhoea. This guidance is 
in line with NHS advice and really does help to minimise the 
spread off illness within the school community.  

Road Safety outside the school 

We kindly ask that parents and carers show 
consideration when driving past the school 
and parking on the road. Please do not stop 
on the yellow zig zags during the restricted 
times stated on the sign.  

We are currently without a crossing patrol officer before and 
after school, and would like to advise all parents to approach 
the crossing area with caution during this time.  

Parents who walk children to school, please ensure your 
children are guided in road safety and encourage them to 
pause with you before crossing the roads.   

Please do not obstruct the entrance to 
the school car park, as this area is 
needed for access at all times. Parked 
cars in this area greatly reduce 
visibility for pedestrians and drivers 
alike.  

We appreciate the support of both 
pedestrians and drivers, in ensuring all 
our pupils are able to make their way 
to and from school safely.  
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Friday 23rd May 2025 

May Half Term activities  


