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Nursery-Reception and KS1 expectations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Characteristics of Effective Learning at Montgomery Infant School and Nursery 
Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning  
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn 
persistence. 
Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.  
 
The Overarching principles of Early Years and our Curriculum Drivers at Montgomery Infant School and Nursery 
Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.   
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. Children and practitioners are NOT alone – embrace each community.  
Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time.  
Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates, not in different ways (2017). We must be aware of children who need greater support than others.  
 
Our Curriculum Drivers run through the whole curriculum 
A therapeutic approach  - to develop a therapeutic approach to positive behaviour management ensuring we prepare our children for their futures. 
Environment - to continue to develop children’s experiences of our rich learning environments so that children have a greater appreciation of the world around them. 
Possibilities - to develop learning opportunities both in the classroom and out of the classroom that give children experiences to engage in: problem solving, sustained shared thinking, negotiating, creativity, skills practise and preparing them for a future that 
we do not know yet. 
Togetherness - instilling community values and a sense of belong. 

 

To run across the whole year: 
I can make friends: Family and Friendships/ safe relationships, What makes a good friend? How do I make others feel? Being kind / feelings. Getting on and falling out.  How to deal with anger, Build constructive and respectful relationships. My family / PSED focus 

I can make connections: Belonging to a community, Around the Town. How do I get there?  Where do we live in the UK / world? Vehicles past and Present 

The Monty Way  
 

We Achieve 
together by: 

Looking after each 
other 

 
Keeping the school 

tidy 
 

Being ready to 
learn 

 
Walking in school 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

I can be myself! 
Children learn respect, self-discipline, courage, integrity, empathy 

and gratitude. These are tangible throughout curriculum 
Experienced Based Curriculum 

Continuous provision with opportunities for disadvantaged 
children. 

I can make changes!  
Teachers and students inspired and joyful 

High quality dialogue 
Speak sincerely and engage in empathic dialogue 

Experienced based curriculum developing an appreciation of animals, 
environments and other humans. 

I can do this and follow my dreams! 
Preparing children for their future. 

Positive relationships 
Making safe choices, with in the environment and feeling safe to take risks. 

Committed engagement of parents/carers as co-educators 
Children make conscientious choices 

Children actively involved in creating their own paths of learning 
Children’s passions are evident 

Culture of intellectual curiosity and continuous professional development 

 We look after each other by being safe, being kind and helpful, being cooperative, being polite, honest and respectful. 
 We keep the school tidy by tidying up and looking after things. 
 We show we are ready to learn by listening to people, doing the best we can, working quietly and staying focused. 
 We walk in school and remember to walk quietly and on the left. 

 

 

Early Years Long Term Planning in Montgomery Infant School and Nursery 

Whole school focuses: 
Each half term we have an overarching focus on foundation subjects across the school to ensure curriculum coverage. We also use a PSHE topic to empower our children by educating them about PSHE and giving them the 
information they need to make informed choices throughout each stage of their lives.  

The Importance of Play: 
 At Montgomery Infant School and Nursery, we understand that children learn best when they are absorbed, interested and active.  We understand that active learning involves other children, adults, objects, ideas, stimuli 
and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We believe that Early Years education should be as practical as possible and therefore, we are proud that our EYFS setting has an underlying ethos of 
‘Learning through play. PLAY is essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as they learn to explore, to relate to others around them and develop relationships, set their own 
goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is guided by adults.’ EYFS Team

 



To run across the whole year: 
I can make friends: Family and Friendships/ safe relationships, What makes a good friend? How do I make others feel? Being kind / feelings. Getting on and falling out.  How to deal with anger, Build constructive and respectful relationships. My family / PSED focus, physical and 

mental health and wellbeing. 
I can make connections: Belonging to a community, Around the Town. How do I get there?  Where do we live in the UK / world? Vehicles past and Present 

General 
Themes  

NB: These themes 
may be adapted at 
various points to 

allow for children’s 
interests to flow 

through the 
provision   

Autumn 1 
Whole school focus – Computing,  Art, 

Science 

Autumn 2 
Whole school focus – History,  Music, 

Science  

Spring 1 
Whole school focus – Geog, Computing, 

Science 

Spring 2 
Whole school focus – DT, Music, 

Science 

Summer 1 
Whole school focus – Geog, History, 

Science 

Summer 2 
Whole school focus – Art, DT, 

Science 

I can be myself 
Starting school / my new class / New Beginnings   

people around me  
Respecting self and others/ being a good friend 

Human body/ Our privates are private 
What am I good at? 

I can make changes!  
The great outdoors/ Planting seeds Staying healthy / Food  Growing and 

Changing  
Plants & Flowers  

Weather / seasons  

Mini Beasts/ Life cycles / Animals around the world/  Climates / Hibernation  

I can do this and follow my dreams! 
Local community and people who help us/ Real superheroes. 

Ambitions and wishes 
Keeping safe/Dangers in the environment/  Stranger danger 

Looking forward to a new class. 

Possible Texts  

 

Things I love about me -  Trace Maroney  
Our Class is a Family-  by Shannon Olsen 

 Super duper Me -  Sophy Henn  
The Colour Monster- by Anna Ilenas ‘ 

Kind - Axel Scheffler  
Meesha makes friends - by Tom Percival  
My body sends a signal - Natalia Maguire 

 When I’m feeling……. - Texts by Trace Maroney 

Tilly Plants a Tree 
Jack and the beanstalk 
The enormous turnip 

Jaspers beanstalk 
The Tiny Seed 

Titch and Mr Wolfs Pancakes – maths 
Oliver’s vegetables 
Sam’s Sunflower 

Little Chick -Seasons 

Dream Big – Joyce Wan 
Look Up – Nathan Bryon 

The Lion Inside – Rachel Bright 
I Won’t Give Up – Daniel Kenney 

The Magic Paintbrush – Julia Donaldson  
The Magical Yet – Angela Deterlizzi 

The Hare and The Tortoise  
Aelia Earhart (Little People, Big Dreams 

The ugly Duckling 

Yearly Events 
 

Remembrance Day , Halloween , Guy Fawkes / Bonfire Night , Christmas Time  , 
Diwali  and Hannukah , Anti- Bullying Week 

Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day, St Patricks Day,, Mother’s Day, Ramadam 
(Islam), Shrove Tuesday, Purim (Judaism). Easter 

Eid, Coronation of King, World Laughter day, International nurses day, 
National children’s day, Healthy Eating week, Father’s Day. 

 
Provocation/ 
Enrichment 

ideas 
  

Show and tell, Tapestry chat, Daily book chats, reading sessions, , Learning friends, 
Colour monster, Mojo the Dojo, Daily mile, Forest school, Visit to the library, Paying for 
snack, voting for daily story, rating stories, Whole school collaborative artwork, 
assembly songs, Whole school genre music., Cooking – introduction to utensils and 
safety, Artifacts – discovery area, Autumn walk , Harvest time – vegetables, songs, 
Christmas Nativity –small world, play 

 

Show and tell, Tapestry chat, Daily book chats, reading sessions, , assemblies, 
Learning friends, Colour monster, Mojo the Dojo, family group sessions, Daily mile, 
Forest school, Visit to the library, World Book Day, Paying for snack, voting for daily 
story, rating stories, Whole school collaborative artwork, assembly songs, and Whole 
school genre music.  Spring Walk/Trip to the woods, Planting seeds – predicting, 
caring for, recording, Easter hunt, Food tasting – pancakes, Chinese food, Artifacts – 
discovery area, Allotment and pond, Growing butterflies 

Show and tell, Tapestry chats, Daily book chats, reading sessions, Assemblies, 
Learning friends, Colour monster, Mojo the Dojo, , family group sessions, 
Sports Day, Daily mile, Forest school, Paying for snack, voting for daily story, 
rating stories, Visit to the library, Whole school collaborative artwork, , Whole 
school genre music, multicultural festival (cultural art and music)  Food tasting 
– different cultures. Map work, Visitors with different occupations/ readers, 
Visits to new classes 

 
 

 
  
 

 

Reception Skills Progression in Montgomery Infant School and Nursery 

Early Years Foundation Stage Aims:  
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure 
children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.  
The EYFS seeks to provide:  
 
• Quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind  
• A secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, assessing and reviewing what they have learnt regularly  
• Partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers  
• Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring every child in included and supported  

  
 
 



Communication and Language 
 Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Listening, 
Attention and 
Und. 

 To focus for a while although can be 
easily distracted. 

 To concentrate on an activity of their 
own choosing for a short period. 

 To pretend play with adult modelling. 

 To follow instructions with 3 key words. 

 To take part in action and routine 
rhymes. 

 To shirt their attention from one task to 
another if they have an adults attention. 

 

 To understand simple questions: 
who, what, where (not why) 

 To understand simple sentences. 

 To listen to a simple story with the 
help of pictures. 

 To understand and act on longer 
sentences. 

 To respond to instructions with 
more elements, e.g., “Pick up the 
blocks and put them in the box.” 

 To engage in pretend play. 
 

 

 To know lots of stories. 

 To retell a longer story. 

 To enjoy longer stories and can 
remember much of what happens. 

 To pay attention although may find 
it difficult to pay attention to more 
than one thing at a time. 

 To listen to others when the 
conversation interests them. 

 To follow instructions with one step 
or more. 

 

 To understand how to listen carefully  

 To understand why listening is important  

 To be able to follow directions 

 To engage in story times, joining in with 
repeated phrases and actions 

 To begin to understand how and why 
questions 

 To respond to instructions with more 
than one step  

 

 To ask questions to find out more  

 To begin to understand humour  

 To understand a range of complex 
sentence structures  

 To follow and retell a story 
without pictures or props 

 

 To understand questions such as 
who, what, where, when, why and 
how 

 To have conversations with adults 
and peers with back and forth 
exchanges 

 

Vocabulary Copy, listen, look, show, why?, good, sit, coat, peg, photo Copy, listen, look, follow, show, who, what, when, how and why?, good, sit, coat, peg, photo answer, explain, 
question, retell, demonstrate, talk, speak, say, tell, sing, rhyme, feel, happy, sad, excited, worried, calm, angry, 
explain, describe, question, answer, who what, how? 

ELG Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions. Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify 
their understanding. Hold conversations when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with modelling and support from their teacher. 

KS1 Readiness  To have a conversations with back and forth exchanges. To understand how to question and answer in full sentences.  

 To explore and talk about the world and everyday objects. To explore language to describe the look and feel. 

 Knows right from wrong and can explain why it is important to have boundaries and routines. Shows an understanding of how to stay safe in a range of common situations.  

 To talk about their creative ideas and demonstrates good use of their imagination. 

 Developing their skills and abilities in retelling familiar stories. To explore language and vocabulary in stories 

 

Communication and Language 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Speaking  To try speaking to an adult although 
may become frustrated when they 
cannot make themselves understood. 

 To talk but may just flit from topic to 
topic. 

 To use speech sounds p, b, m, w but 
may still be learning to say some words  

 To use a wider range of words.  

 To sing some songs.  

 To start a conversation.  

 To join in with repeated refrains in 
rhymes and stories.  

 To try and use the correct tense  

 To start to say how they feel  

 To use a wider range of words. 

 To sing a lot of songs. 

 To use the ‘why’ question. 

 To try and use the correct tense  

 To start to say how others might be 
feeling using simple words and 
actions. 

 To talk with adults and other children 

 To learn and use new vocabulary 

throughout the day  

 To use longer sentences to express 

their point of view. 

 

 To talk in sentences using 
conjunctions e.g. and, because  

 To use new vocabulary in different 
contexts  

 To engage in non-fiction books 

  To use talk to organise, sequence 
and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings 
and events  

 To talk about why things happen  

 To talk in sentences using a range of 
tenses 
 

Vocabulary Talk, speak, say, tell, sing, rhyme, feel, happy, sad, Copy, listen, look, follow, show, who, what, when, how and why?, good, sit, coat, peg, photo answer, explain, question, retell, 
demonstrate, talk, speak, say, tell, sing, rhyme, feel, happy, sad, excited, worried, calm, angry, explain, describe, question, answer, 
who what, how? 

ELG Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate. Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences including use of past, 
present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher. 

KS1 Readiness  To have a conversations with back and forth exchanges. To understand how to question and answer in full sentences.  

 To explore and talk about the world and everyday objects. To explore language to describe the look and feel. 

 Knows right from wrong and can explain why it is important to have boundaries and routines. Shows an understanding of how to stay safe in a range of common situations.  

 To talk about their creative ideas and demonstrates good use of their imagination. 

 Developing their skills and abilities in retelling familiar stories. To explore language and vocabulary in stories 

  
 
 
 
 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Self-
regulation 

 

 To find ways to calm themselves and/or 
be calmed by a familiar adult.  

 To express a range of emotions.  

 To begin to have a sense of who they 
are.  

 To begin to self-regulate during 
transition times but may struggle. 

 To begin to explore a range of 
emotions through play and stories. 

 To begin to sort out minor conflicts  

 To be increasingly able to follow rules 
and not always need to be reminded 
of the rules by an adult.  

 To talk about how they feel.  

 To begin to sort out minor conflicts  

 To be increasingly able to follow rules  

 To begin to understand how 
themselves and others are feeling.  

 To begin to show ‘effortful control’, 
beginning to wait rather than grab. 

  To recognise different emotions  

 To understand how people show emotions  

 To focus during short class activities  

 To follow instructions  

 To talk about how themselves and others 
are feeling  

 To adapt behaviour to a range of situations 

 To focus during longer whole class 
lessons  

 To follow longer instructions 

  To identify and moderate their own 
feelings socially and emotionally  

 To consider the feelings and needs of 
others 

 To control their emotions using a 
range of techniques  

 To set a target and reflect on 
progress throughout  

 To maintain focus during extended 
whole class teaching 

  To follow longer instructions. 

Vocabulary Feel, happy, sad, angry, excited, wait, share, take turns, listen, talk, say, tell, speak, first, then Happy, sad, scared, worried, excited, angry, nervous, jealous, shocked, frustrated, anxious, proud, choices, calm, emotions, feelings, 
more healthy, less healthy, germs, hygiene, listen, question, community, family, share, taking turns, instructions, challenge, risk, 
curious, resilient, determined, persevere, practice, independent, explain. Friends, relationships, help, ask, speak, chat, play, listen, 
and join in, teamwork, compromise. 

ELG Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly. Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate 

KS1 Readiness  To sit, listen and focus during teaching times 

 To control emotions or communicate that support is needed. To understand the feelings of others.

 To show patience when needs are not immediately met. 

  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Managing 
Self 

 
 

 To play with increasing confidence.  

 To grow in independence – “Me do it.”  

 To have high levels of wellbeing and 
involvement.  

 To be supported with needs by adults. 
 

 To self-select activities and seek help 
if necessary.  

 To have high levels of wellbeing and 
involvement.  

 To grow in independence – “Me do 
it.”  

 

 To self-select activities and seek help 
if necessary.  

 To have high levels of wellbeing and 
involvement.  

 To grow in independence – “Me do 
it.”  

 To use the toilet with support and 
increasing independence. 

 To wash hands independently  

 To put coat and socks on independently  

 To get changed for P.E with support  

 To explore different areas  

 To follow class rules and understand the 
need to have rules  

 To have confidence to try activities 

 To begin to show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of challenge  

 To begin to do up zips, buckles 

 To develop independence when 
dressing and undressing for activities 
such as P.E  

  To identify and name healthy foods  

 To manage own basic needs 
independently  

 To understand the importance of 
healthy food choices  

 To show resilience and perseverance 
in the face of challenge  

 To show a ‘can do’ attitude 

Vocabulary Wash, healthy, clean, join in, play, ask, help, toilet, wee, poo, clothes, names, trousers, socks, shoes Happy, sad, scared, worried, excited, angry, nervous, jealous, shocked, frustrated, anxious, proud, choices, calm, emotions, feelings, 
more healthy, less healthy, germs, hygiene, listen, question, community, family, share, taking turns, instructions, challenge, risk, 
curious, resilient, determined, persevere, practice, independent, explain. Friends, relationships, help, ask, speak, chat, play, listen, 
and join in, teamwork, compromise. 

ELG Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge. Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly. Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including 
dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy foods. 

KS1 Readiness  To manage personal hygiene and basic needs including using cutlery and changing for PE. 
 Begin to regulate behaviour and consider others. 
 Understand how to stay safe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Building 
Relationship 

 
 

 To engage through gesture and gaze.  

 To notice and ask about differences  

 To begin to develop friendships  

 To enjoy playing alone, alongside and 
with others with adult modelling. 

 

 To begin to see themselves as part of 
a group and have a developing sense 
of responsibility, e.g., tidy up. 

 To be more confident in social 
situations. 

  To seek out companionship with 
adults and other children. 

 To enjoy playing alone, alongside and 
with others. 

 To become more confident and 
outgoing with unfamiliar and 
changes in routine.  

 To begin to see themselves as part of 
a group  

 To enjoy playing alone, alongside and 
with others.  

 To invite others to play and attempt 
to join in others’ play.  

 To seek support of adults when needed  

 To gain confidence to speak to peers and 
adults  

 To begin to develop positive relationships  

 To play with one other or more children, 
extending and elaborating ideas. 

 To begin to work as a group with 
support  

 To use taught strategies to support 
turn taking  

 To listen to the ideas of other 
children and agree on a solution and 
compromise 

  To work as a group  

 To begin to develop relationships 
with other adults around the school  

 To have confidence to communicate 
with adults around the school  

 To have strong friendships 
 

Vocabulary Friends, take turns, help, ask, share, speak, chat, play,, listen, join in, tidy up, ‘please can I play’, ‘stop I don’t like it’ Happy, sad, scared, worried, excited, angry, nervous, jealous, shocked, frustrated, anxious, proud, choices, calm, emotions, feelings, 
more healthy, less healthy, germs, hygiene, listen, question, community, family, share, taking turns, instructions, challenge, risk, 
curious, resilient, determined, persevere, practice, independent, explain. Friends, relationships, help, ask, speak, chat, play, listen, 
join in, teamwork, compromise. 

ELG Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

KS1 Readiness  To have confidence to communicate with adults and peers, building relationships. 

 Knows right from wrong and can explain why it is important to have boundaries and routines. 

 Work and play co-operatively and take turns. Recognise and show sensitivity to their own and other’s needs. Be accepting of others differences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Development 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Gross 
Motor Skills 
 

 

 To independently use a range of 
appropriate resources  

 To run, jump, climb and begin to use 
stairs independently.  

 To sit on push-along toys, scooters and 
trikes.  

 To develop their manipulation and 
control, exploring different tools and 
materials.  

 

 To want to be increasingly 
independent, e.g. dressing and 
undressing.  

 To know that their playing is 
developing their body, “Biggest 
bendy bits to smallest.”  

 To use large and small motor skills to 
do things independently  

 To begin to throw objects overarm.  

 To participate in rhymes.  

 To roll, crawl, jump and run.  

 To use large movements  

 To self-select things that they want   

 To work with others, e.g., to move a 
big box. (continuous) 

 To create lines and circles, pivoting 
from the shoulder  

 To develop their proprioception and 
control of their body  

 To develop their hand/eye 
coordination.  

 To develop their movements to 
balance, ride and use balls.  

 To climb using alternate feet 

 To balance on one leg, momentarily.  

 To begin to work in a team or group.  

 To increasingly remember a 
sequence of movements. 

 To understand how to use 
equipment safely.  

 To grasp and release with two hands 
to throw and catch a large ball.  

 To comfortably hold a pencil, pen or 
paintbrush.  

 To move safely, stop and change direction.  

 To develop control when using equipment  

 To follow a path and take turns  

 To work co-operatively with a partner  

 To balance,  jump, hop  

 To explore different ways to travel using 
equipment 

 To roll and track a ball  

 To develop accuracy when throwing 
to a target  

 To dribble using hands  

 To throw and catch with a partner  

 To dribble a ball using feet  

 To kick a ball to a target  

 To create short sequences using 
shapes, balances and travelling 
actions  

 To balance and safely use apparatus  

 To jump and land safely from a 
height  

 To develop rocking and rolling  

 To explore traveling around, over and 
through apparatus  
 

 To use counting to help to stay in 
time with the music  

 To move safely with confidence and 
imagination  

 To move with control and co-
ordination, expressing ideas through 
movement  

 To move with control and co-
ordination, copying, linking and 
repeating actions  

 To remember and repeat actions 

 To develop accuracy when throwing 
and practise keeping score  

 To follow instructions and be safely  

 To play by the rules and develop 
coordination  

 To work as a team 

Vocabulary Walk, crawl, push, pull, sit, step, roll, squash, climb, ride, run, jump, throw, fingers, hands, large, small, choose, draw, space, 
balance, look, hop, skip, copy, safe, grasp, hold, move, stop. 

Walk, crawl, push, pull, sit, step, roll, squash, climb, ride, run, jump, throw, fingers, hands, large, small, choose, draw, space, 
balance, look, hop, skip, copy, safe, grasp, hold, move, stop, control, follow, co-operate, travelling, dribble, target, actions, 
imagine, repeat, accurate, teamwork, space, Roll, squash thread, pinch, push, pull, fingers, hands, large, small, choose, draw, 
grasp, hold, tools, grip, point, cut, shape, circle, square, scissors, hole punch, tweezers, copy, write, detail. 

ELG Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others. Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing.  Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 

KS1 Readiness  To develop, co-ordination, balance, agility, fluency of moving, control, and special awareness. 

 To confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus, refine ball skills, and fundamental movements. 

 To change for PE. 

         

Physical Development 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Fine Motor 
Skills 

 
 

 To develop their manipulation and 
control, exploring different tools and 
materials.  

 To maybe pick up objects with a Palmer 
Grip.  

 To sit comfortably and hold scissors in 
their preferred hand.  

 To open and close the scissors smoothly 
with no paper to cut.  

 

 To use large and small motor skills to 
do things independently.  

 To point with their first finger, sharing 
their attention with an adult.  

 To participate in finger and action 
rhymes.  

 To self-select things that they want to 
use.  

 To experiment with mark making 
and emergent writing.  

 

 To understand how to use 
equipment safely.  

 To begin to use one-handed tools 
and equipment  

 To hold mark making tools with 
thumb and all fingers.  

 To hold the paper when cutting with 
their  

 To arch their palm; have in-hand 
manipulation fluidity; use thumbs in 
opposition and have finger isolation.  

  To use a dominant hand  

 To begin to use a tripod grip when using 
mark making tools  

 To use a variety of fine motor activities 

 To begin to copy letters  

 To hold scissors correctly and make snips 
in paper  

 To begin to use anticlockwise movement 
and retrace vertical lines  

 To accurately draw lines  

 To use a tripod grip when using mark 
making tools  

 To hold scissors correctly and cut 
along a curved line  

 To use a variety of fine motor 
activities 

 To begin to write taught letters using 
correct formation  

 To use a hammer and saw  

 To hold scissors correctly  

 To use a hammer, saw and 
screwdriver 

 To hold scissors correctly and cut 
various materials 

 To copy letters using a lead in and 
lead out  

 To paint using thinner paintbrushes  

 To create drawings with details  

 To independently use a knife, fork 
and spoon to eat a range of meals  

 To write letters using the correct 
letter formation and control the size 
of letters 

Vocabulary Roll, squash thread, pinch, push, pull, fingers, hands, large, small, choose, draw, grasp, hold, tools, grip, point, cut, shape, 
circle, square, scissors, hole punch, tweezers 

Walk, crawl, push, pull, sit, step, roll, squash, climb, ride, run, jump, throw, fingers, hands, large, small, choose, draw, space, balance, 
look, hop, skip, copy, safe, grasp, hold, move, stop, control, follow, co-operate, travelling, dribble, target, actions, imagine, repeat, 
accurate, teamwork, space., Roll, squash thread, pinch, push, pull, fingers, hands, large, small, choose, draw, grasp, hold, tools, grip, 
point, cut, shape, circle, square, scissors, hole punch, tweezers, copy, write, detail. 

ELG Hold a pencil effectively in preparations for fluent writing- using the tripod grip in almost all cases. Use a range of small tools including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery.  Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

KS1 Readiness  To use one handed tools confidently 

 To use correct letter formation, controlling size of the letters 

 To change for PE, starting to use buttons. 

 



Literacy 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Comprehension 

 

 

 To enjoy sharing books with adults.  

 To repeat words and phrases.  

 To ask questions about simple stories.  

 To touch and handle books and digital 
devices.  

 To notice pictures and symbols and 
begin to recognise what they stand for.  

 

 To have favourite stories they love to 
share.  

 To react and respond to illustrations, 
characters and narratives through 
sharing books  

 To handle a book carefully.  

 To maybe engage with print around 
them - digital and media texts.  

 To talk about stories.  

 To engage in conversations about 
stories and learning new words. 

 To be increasingly familiar with a 
storyline and increasingly predict 
when they work with memorable 
texts.  

 To become an oral storyteller and re-
enact a text.  

  To use pictures and sequence stories  

 To independently look at books, holding the 
correct way and turning pages  

 To engage in story times, joining in with 
repeated phrases and actions  

 To begin to answer questions about the 
stories read to them  

 To enjoy and increasing range of books 

 To retell a story  

 To begin to predict what may happen 
in the story  

 To suggest how a story might end  

 To follow a story without pictures or 
props  

 To talk about the characters in the 
books they are reading 

 To begin to answer questions about 
what they have read  

 To use vocabulary that is influenced by 
their experiences of books  

 To answer questions about what they 
have read  

 To know that information can be 
retrieved from books  
 

Vocabulary  Story, share, book, page, song, rhyme, turn, pictures, words, talk, title, ‘once upon a time’, ‘the end’ Sound, phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph, letter, segment, blend, word, phrase, sentence, capital letter, full stop, finger 
spaces, first, next, then, after that, later, last, before, story, fiction, non-fiction, beginning, middle, end, character, setting, event, 
problem, solution, share, book, page, song, sing, loud, quiet, noise, play, actions, dance, move, sound, alphabet, phonics, copy, 
read, compound, split digraph, rhyme, turn, pictures, talk, retell, act out, listen, look, predict, question, answer, information, facts. 

ELG Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories, and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  Anticipates (where appropriate) key events in stories.  Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play. 

KS1 Readiness  Develop their skill and abilities to comprehension within familiar stories and pictures in illustrated stories 

 Develop a knowledge of  a range of stories and ability to retell them 

 Recognise books have knowledge to help them learn 

 Listen to others expressively tell stories 

 

Literacy 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Word 
Reading 

Environmental sounds  

 Listen to and identify environmental 
sounds  

 Use the voice to sing at different volumes  

 Guess and make animal noises 
  

Instrumental sounds  

 Listen to and identify instrumental sounds  

 Remember and repeat rhythms  

 Copy loud and quiet sounds  

 Listen for a developmental appropriate 
amount of time.   

 Explore and experiment with sounds  

 Distinguishing between different sounds 
in the environment and sounds in words  

 To enjoy and sing songs and rhymes.  

 To enjoy rhythmic and musical activities.  

 To play percussion instruments. 

 Understand ‘sound talk’ words that are 
segmented, e.g. c-oa-t during routines. 

Body percussion  

 Perform songs with actions  

 Identify body sounds  

 Use the voice to make sounds  

 Move the body in response to an 
instrument  

 
Rhythm, rhyme, alliteration  

 Join in with story phrases  

 Move in time to a beat  

 Hear some initial sounds  

 To develop awareness of rhyme  

 To enjoy and talk about stories, poems, 
rhymes and new vocabulary.  

 
To understand concepts of print:  
Print has meaning, can have different 
purposes. Is read from left to right and 
from top to bottom. 
To notice some print. 

Voice sounds  

 Make sounds with a voice e.g. c-a-t  

 Describe voice sounds, e.g. loud 

 Use the voice to add sounds to a story 

Oral segmenting & blending  

 Sound out and clap CVC words  

 To show an awareness of rhyme and 
alliteration.  

 To orally blend 

 To enjoy sharing new stories and 
rhymes 

 To begin to continue a rhyming string 

 Hear some initial sounds 
 

To understand the concepts of print: 
Print has meaning, can have different 
purposes. Is read from left to right and 
from top to bottom. 

  To recognise their name  

 To recognise taught Phase 2 sounds 
(s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h b f l f ll ss j v 
w x y z zz qu ch sh th ng nk ) 

 To recognise taught Phase 2 Tricky Words  
(the I is put pull full as and has his her go 
no to into he push she of me be we) 

 To blend sounds together to read words 
using the taught sounds  

 To be aware of captions and sentences  

 To read books matching their phonics 
ability 

 To recognise taught Phase 2 and 3 
sounds (s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h 
b f l f ll ss j v w x y z zz qu ch sh th ng 
nk ai ee igh oa oo oo ar or ur ow oi 
ear air er) 

 To recognise taught Phase 2 and 3 
Tricky Words (the I is put pull full as 
and has his her go no to into she 
push he of we me be was you they 
my by all are sure pure) 

 To read words with double letters  

 To begin to read longer words  

 To recognise taught digraphs in 
words and blend the sounds 
together  

 To start to read sentences containing 
Tricky Words and digraphs  

 To read books matching their 
phonics ability  

 

 To recognise taught Phase 2 and 3 
sounds  (s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e u r h 
b f l f ll ss j v w x y z zz qu ch sh th ng nk 
ai ee igh oa oo oo ar or ur ow oi ear air 
er) 

 To recognise taught Phase 2, 3 and 
4Tricky Words(the I is put pull full as 
and has his her go no to into she push 
he of we me be was you they my by all 
are sure pure said so have like some 
come love do were here little says 
there when what one out today) 

 To read longer words Inc. compound 
words   

 To read longer sentences  

 To read words with short vowels and 
adjacent consonants  

 To read words ending in suffixes  
To read books matching their phonics 
ability  

Vocabulary Listen, look, sing, loud,, quiet, noise, rhyme, play, actions, dance, move, sound, phoneme, alphabet, sound talk, blend, high, low Sound, phoneme, grapheme, digraph, trigraph, letter, segment, blend, word, phrase, sentence, capital letter, full stop, finger 
spaces, first, next, then, after that, later, last, before, story, fiction, non-fiction, beginning, middle, end, character, setting, event, 
problem, solution, share, book, page, song, sing, loud, quiet, noise, play, actions, dance, move, sound, alphabet, phonics, copy, 
read, compound, split digraph, rhyme, turn, pictures, talk, retell, act out, listen, look, predict, question, answer, information, facts. 

ELG Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by blending. Read aloud sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

KS1 Readiness  Be at an expected level in phonics scheme – secure phase 3. 

 Developing their skills and abilities to retell and comprehend within familiar stories, and from pictures in illustrated stories. 

 Recognising that books have information that helps them to learn. 

 Learning that stories and books can put them in imaginary worlds full of adventure and excitement. 



 

Literacy 

Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Writing 

 
 

 To add meaning to marks they make.  

 To enjoy the sensory experience of 
making marks.  

 To enjoy drawing and writing on paper 
and in different textures, e.g., sand or 
shaving foam.  

 To enjoy free drawing.  

 To copy movements.  

 To add meaning to marks they make.  

 To make marks to be their name.  

 To imitate adults’ writing by making 
continuous lines circles or shapes.  

 To  start to represent the initial sound 
of their name.  

 

 To add meaning to marks they make 

 To attempt to write some letters 
including from their name. 

 To show an interest in words and 
illustrations in the environment.  

 To show an interest in letters on a 
keyboard. 

 To copy their name  and taught letters 

 To give meanings to marks  

 To begin to write initial sounds and CVC 
words. 

 To attempt to use correct letter formation  

 To copy words,  labels, captions 
 

 To form lower-case letters  

 To be aware of fingers spaces  

 To be aware of capital letters and end 
with a full stop  

 To spell decodable/ tricky words. 
 

  To form lower-case and capital letters 
correctly  

 To begin to write longer words which 
are spelt phonetically  

 To begin to use capital letters, full stops 
and finger spaces.  

 To spell some t tricky words correctly  

 To begin to read their work back  

Assessment                                                                   Pre-Phonemic Stage 
Pictures Random 

Scribbling 
Scribble 
writing 

Symbols 
representing 

letters 

Random 
letters 

Letter 
Strings 

Letter 
groups 

       
Picture 
show 

message 

Various Starting 
points  

Progression 
is left to 

right 

Mock letters or 
symbols 

Letters move from L to R  Separated 
by spaces  

Early Phonemic Stage Letter name stage Transitional Stage 
Environme

nt print 
Random  
sounds 

Initial/ final 
 sounds 
appear 

Sounds/tricky 
words appear 

All syllables 
represented 

Inventive 
spelling 

Multiple sentences with 
many words spelled 
correctly 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

print, 
copied  

Beginning and 
ending letters  

Vowels begin 
to appear. 

A child hears all 
sounds 

Whole sentence writing 
develops. 

Awareness of 
print, copied  

Beginning and ending 
letters are used to 
represent words 

Vocabulary Write, read, draw, talk, circles, shapes, letters, words, pictures, paint, chalk, line, zigzag 
 

Write, writing, draw, drawing, picture, squiggle, dot, hold, marks, line, shape, pattern, letter, word, letter sound, letter shape, 
name, talk. Writing genres: book, list, story, letter, instructions, postcard, poster, diary, note, recipe, fiction, non-fiction. The 
language used when ‘talking through’ forming different movements, patterns and lines (straight, up and down, curved, spot, 
round, circle, wavy, cross) and shared/individual writing. Letter and number names (some or all), Grip, sentence, caption, finger 
space, line, upper case, capital letter, lower case, full stop, phoneme, alphabet, spell, explain, discuss, describe, pinch, trace, 
curved, straight, zigzag, spiral, read, reread, check 

ELG Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed.  Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters.  Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

KS1 Readiness  Holds pencils, pens and other marking making tools appropriately, so that they can make marks in an increasingly controlled way. 

 To independently write a sentence with finger spaces and on the line. 

 To use correct letter formation 



Maths 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Number 
 

 To combine objects.  

 To take part in finger number rhymes.  

 To react to changes in a group up to 3.  

 To show counting like behaviour.  

 To enjoy counting in everyday contexts 
but may miss out or muddle number 
sequences.  

 To notice numbers around them, both 
inside and out.  

 To develop an awareness of numbers 
through rhymes  
 

 To give 2 or 3 objects from a group.  

 To begin to count on their fingers.  

 To point or touch each item, saying one 
number for each item, using the stable 
order 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.  

 To use some number names in play 
and be fascinated with big numbers.  

 To begin to recognise numerals 0-5 

 To recite numbers beyond 5.  

 To have fast recognition of up to 3 
objects.  

 

 To compare groups of up to 5 
objects.  

 To show finger numbers to 5.  

 To know the ̀ cardinal principle’ - the 
last number reached when counting 
tells them how many in total.  

 To link numerals and amounts, e.g., 
show 4 fingers.  

 To experiment with their own marks 
for numbers.  

 To begin to use their understanding 
of numbers to solve everyday 
problems - in play  

 To begin to understand that each 
counting number is one more than 
the one before. 

 To recognise numbers 1-5 

 To begin to subitise to 5 

 To find one more of numbers to 5 To find 
one less of numbers to 5 

 To explore the composition of 1-5  
 

 To introduce zero. 

 To recognise numbers 0-10  

 To subitise to  10  

 To explore the composition of 0-10  

 To match the number to quantity 

 To practise number bonds to 10 To 
know addition facts to make 5  

 To find one more and one less of 
numbers to 10  

 To estimate a number of objects 

 To recognise numbers to 20  

 To know number bonds to 5 and 10  

 To explore how to make numbers 
above ten using tens and ones  

 To match the number to quantity 

  To solve simple number problems  

 To recap the composition of each 
number to 10 To know addition and 
subtraction facts to 10  

 To know doubling  and sharing facts 

 To start to recite numbers  to 100 
 

Vocabulary Number, rhyme, sing, count, one, two, three, four, five, fingers, point, touch, order, how many? Subitise, big, small, bigger, 
smaller, Numicon., dice, zero, none 
 
 

Number names, numbers, numeral. Count, count on, count back. Compare, amount, more, less, fewer, same. Higher, lower, 
full, empty, big/bigger, small/smaller, long/longer, tall/taller, short/ shorter, heavy/heavier, light/lighter, wide/wider, 
fatter/thinner, too much, big, little. Match, sort, same, different. Balance, measure, weigh, scales. 2D shape names (such as 
circle, triangle, square, rectangle), round, flat, straight, curvy, pointy, pointed. 3D shape names (cube, cuboid, cylinder, cone, 
sphere). Days of the week, months of year, clock, time, day, Pattern, repeat, first, next, before, after, continue, copy, create, 
sequence, order. Positional language words Quantity, Add, addition, take away, subtraction, altogether, equals. Coin, pound, 
pence, penny, Sides, corners, edges, vertices, faces, rotate, manipulate, combine, and decompose. Route, direction, forwards, 
backwards, right, left. Routine, events, calendar, o’clock, today, tomorrow, yesterday, week. 

ELG Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number.  Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including doubling facts. 

KS1 Readiness  To recite numbers confidently to 20 forwards and backwards. Have an awareness of counting to 100  

 To show a deep understanding of numbers up to 10 (matching numerals, relationships and patterns, partitioning, addition and subtraction) 

 To know the names of simple 2D and 3D shapes and their properties 

 To begin use resources to demonstrate an understanding of weight, measure, capacity, time, positional language. 

 To use a range of mathematical vocabulary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

123 



 
 
 
 

Maths 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Numerical 
Patterns 

 
 

 To notice patterns.  

 To show an interest in patterns, songs 
and rhymes.  
 

 To begin to predict what might 
happen in a predictable situation.  

 To talk about patterns around them.  

 To join in with simple patterns in 
rhymes, games, dances, stories and 
predict what may come next.  

 

 To extend a simple ABABAB pattern.  

 To notice and correct an error in a 
simple pattern.  

 To explore repeating patterns in 
everyday objects.  

 

 To say which group has more or less 

 To count and compare quantities  

 To match and sort objects  

 To finish a repeating pattern of 2 objects or 
colours  

 To compare equal and unequal groups  

 To recite numbers to 10  

 To recognise and name 2D shapes and talk 
about properties. 
 

 To count and begin to recognise 
numbers to 20 

 To count objects to 10  

 To order numbers and count back 
from 10.  

 To compare quantities to 10  

 To begin to understand odd and even 
numbers 

 To combine two groups of objects  

 To order and compare objects by 
length, height and time, mass, capacity 

 To subtract objects  

 To name and describe the properties 
of 3D shapes 

 To recognise numbers to 20  

 To add and subtract numbers  

 To order and find  missing numbers 

 To solve number problems  

 To make pictures with shape 
arrangements 

  To recite numbers to 20 and above 

 To know odd and even  

 Doubling and halving to 10. 

 To share quantities  

 To combine groups of 2s, 5s and 10s  

 To finish a pattern 
 
 

Vocabulary Pattern, songs, rhyme, next, shape, square, circle, triangle, colour, red, yellow, green, blue. 
 
 

Number, rhyme, sing, count, one – ten, fingers, point, touch, subitise, shape, more, less, fewer, total, altogether, amount, add, 
subtract, take away, minus, number names, equal, the same as, order, double, half, share, number bond, number facts, odd, 
even, heavy, light, big, small, bigger, smaller, biggest, smallest, empty, full, small, large, long, short, longer, shorter, longest, 
shortest, tall, taller, tallest, measure, Numicon, dice, zero, none, nil, represent, quantity, numeral, number bond, estimate, teen, 
ten frame, problem, number line, Pattern, next, time, clock, positional language, compare, sort, repeating pattern, quantity, flat 
shapes, 2D shapes, square, circle, triangle, rectangle, hexagon, solid shapes, 3D shapes, cube, cuboid, sphere, cuboid, properties, , 
odd, even, combine, full, empty, half full, half empty, nearly full, nearly empty, predict, count on, order, solve, match, rotate 

ELG Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system.  Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. Explore and represent patterns within 
numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.  

KS1 Readiness  To recite numbers confidently to 20 forwards and backwards. Have an awareness of counting to 100  

 To show a deep understanding of numbers up to 10 (matching numerals, relationships and patterns, partitioning, addition and subtraction) 

 To know the names of simple 2D and 3D shapes and their properties. To understand shapes can be combined. 

 To begin use resources to demonstrate an understanding of weight, measure, capacity, time, positional language. 

 To use a range of mathematical vocabulary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Understanding the World 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Past and 
Present 

 To begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family history.  

 To enjoy playing with small world, 
building on their first-hand experiences.  

 

 To begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family history.  

 To enjoy playing with small world, 
building on their first-hand 
experiences.  

  

 To begin to make sense of their own 
life story and family history. 

 To enjoy playing with small world, 
building on their first-hand 
experiences.  
 

 To know about own life-story  

 To know how I have changed  

 To know about figures from the past  
 

 To talk about the lives of the people 
around us.  

 To know some similarities and 
differences between the past and now 

 To know about the past through 
settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class  

 To know about the past through 
settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and 
story telling  

 To know some similarities and 
differences between things in the 
past and experiences now  

Vocabulary 
 

Family, life, house, home, baby, grow, adult, younger, older, before, after, past, same, different. Street, road, path, lane, park, zebra crossing, church, shops, café, dentist, baby, grow, adult, younger, family, change, older, before, 
after, past, history, prehistoric, future, today, tomorrow, yesterday, first, next, after, before, emergency, same, different, similar, 
doctors, vets, house, home, map, hill, river, stream, sea, land, beach, trees, plants, pond, forest, weather, rain, sun,  cliff, UK, county, 
religion, celebration, tradition, languages, culture, globe, hot, cold, ice, winter, summer, community, England, Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, the day after that, present, time, long ago, once upon a time, same, different, famous, history. Sky, moon, sun, stars, day, 
night, clouds, soil, rock, stone, water, brick, plastic, cardboard, metal, wood, glass, hard, soft, air, living, animals, plant, flower, tree, 
material, material, push, pull, senses, smell, feel, see, touch, hear, taste, texture, wet, hard, soft, body parts, Summer, Spring, 
Autumn, Winter, changes, petal, root, stem, grow, seed, mud, water,  light, dark, bendy, rough, smooth, life cycle, push, pull, mix, 
stir, pour, melt, dissolve, experiment, investigate, same, different, observe, float, sink, man-made, natural, recycle, litter 

ELG Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society.  Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experience and what has been read in class.  Understand the past through settings, 
characters and events encountered in books read. 

KS1 Readiness  Use vocabulary associated with the past. Use past tense when speaking about things that happened in the past 

 Talk about the order of events in a range of experiences or stories 

 Understand that things can change, similarities and differences. 

 

Understanding the World 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

People, 
cultures and 
community 

 To notice differences between people.  

 To be curious and show an interest in 
stories about people or animals.  

 To enjoy looking at photographs of family  

 To begin to make their own friends.  

 Imitate everyday actions and events  

 In pretend play, to imitate everyday 
actions and events from their own 
family and cultural background.  

 To enjoy looking at photographs of 
themselves and other familiar 
people.  

 To be interested in different jobs  

 To continue to develop a positive 
attitude about the differences 
between people.  

 To know there are different places  

 To comment and ask questions 
about their world including the place 
where they live.  

 To know about family structures and talk 
about who is part of their family  

 To identify similarities and differences 
between themselves and peers.  

 To know about features of their 
environment.  

 To talk about celebrations around the world 
– Diwali, Christmas 

 To talk about celebrations around the 
World – Chinese New Year, Easter. 

 To know that there are many countries 
around the world.  
 

 To know that people in other countries 
may speak different languages  

 To know that simple symbols are used 
to identify features on a map  

 To know about people who help us 
within the local community 

Vocabulary Place, world, photographs, visit, travel, rain, sun, weather, map, journey,, house Family,, younger, older, before, after, past, 
same, different, jobs.  

Street, road, path, lane, park, zebra crossing, church, shops, café, dentist, baby, grow, adult, younger, family, change, older, before, 
after, past, history, prehistoric, future, today, tomorrow, yesterday, first, next, after, before, emergency, same, different, similar, 
doctors, vets, house, home, map, hill, river, stream, sea, land, beach, trees, plants, pond, forest, weather, rain, sun,  cliff, UK, county, 
religion, celebration, tradition, languages, culture, globe, hot, cold, ice, winter, summer, community, England, Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, the day after that, present, time, long ago, once upon a time, same, different, famous, history. Sky, moon, sun, stars, day, 
night, clouds, soil, rock, stone, water, brick, plastic, cardboard, metal, wood, glass, hard, soft, air, living, animals, plant, flower, tree, 
material, material, push, pull, senses, smell, feel, see, touch, hear, taste, texture, wet, hard, soft, body parts, Summer, Spring, 
Autumn, Winter, changes, petal, root, stem, grow, seed, mud, water,  light, dark, bendy, rough, smooth, life cycle, push, pull, mix, 
stir, pour, melt, dissolve, experiment, investigate, same, different, observe, float, sink, man-made, natural, recycle, litter 

ELG Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction, texts and maps. Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, Explain some similarities 
and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 



KS1 Readiness  Know where they live and how it differs to other places in stories or places they have been 

 Make and understand simple maps 

 Use vocabulary related to travel, the world, environments. 

 Show care and concern for living things 

 Understand that there are people who help us in the local community 

 

Understanding the World 

The Natural 
World 

 

 To explore and respond to their 
environment  

 To use their senses.  

 To explore materials.  

 To talk about what they see using a 
wide vocabulary.  

 

 To talk about what they see using a 
wide vocabulary.  

 To know that things can be used in 
different ways.  

 To talk about some of the things they 
have observed such as plants, animals 
and natural objects.  

 To talk about materials  
 

 To explore changes and how things 
work.  

 To plant and care for plants.  

 To talk about simple materials and 
changes  

 To begin to understand the need to 
respect and care for the world.  

 To explore and talk and about different 
forces they can feel.  

 

 To ask questions about, care and respect 
natural environments 

 To know about and recognise the signs of 
Autumn/ Winter 

 To know about features of the world and 
Earth 

 To explore changes and how things work 

  To identify the signs of Winter/Spring   

 To know how environments might 
vary from another. 

  To understand the life-cycle of a plant 
and animal.  

 To explore changes and how things 
work 

  To observe and care for plants  

 To know that some animals are 
nocturnal or hibernate 

 To recognise the signs of Summer  

 To know that some things can be 
man-made or natural  

 To understand how to care for our 
planet. 

 To explore changes and how things 
work 

Vocabulary Senses, smell, taste, sight, touch, hear, textures, wet, hard, soft,, plant, tree, flower, bush, grow, seed, mud, water, baby, grow, 
adult, life cycle, push, pull, mix, stir, pour, hot, cold,. melt 
 

Street, road, path, lane, park, zebra crossing, church, shops, café, dentist, baby, grow, adult, younger, family, change, older, 
before, after, past, history, prehistoric, future, today, tomorrow, yesterday, first, next, after, before, emergency, same, different, 
similar, doctors, vets, house, home, map, hill, river, stream, sea, land, beach, trees, plants, pond, forest, weather, rain, sun,  cliff, 
UK, county, religion, celebration, tradition, languages, culture, globe, hot, cold, ice, winter, summer, community, England, 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, the day after that, present, time, long ago, once upon a time, same, different, famous, history. Sky, 
moon, sun, stars, day, night, clouds, soil, rock, stone, water, brick, plastic, cardboard, metal, wood, glass, hard, soft, air, living, 
animals, plant, flower, tree, material, material, push, pull, senses, smell, feel, see, touch, hear, taste, texture, wet, hard, soft, 
body parts, Summer, Spring, Autumn, Winter, changes, petal, root, stem, grow, seed, mud, water,  light, dark, bendy, rough, 
smooth, life cycle, push, pull, mix, stir, pour, melt, dissolve, experiment, investigate, same, different, observe, float, sink, man-
made, natural, recycle, litter 

ELG Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants. Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments,. Understand some important processes 
and changes in the natural world around them. 

KS1 Readiness  To use and understand simple vocabulary related to objects, people, animals and plants.  

 To explore, compare and ask questions about the World including weather, materials and changes of state. (similarities and differences) To understand where to find answers. 

 
Technology  Explore a variety of technology, old and new. 

 To show an interest, understand and interact in age appropriate technology. (Ipad, Interactive whiteboard, YOTO player, BeeBots, laptop 

 To know how to operate and program simple equipment/programs (Logging in to Ipad, selecting apps, QR codes, selecting tools on IWB, Purple Mash, programming BeeBots) 

 To begin to understand about e-safety  

 There are no early learning goals that directly relate to computing objectives, though it is still expected that children will be introduced to appropriate technology and use it within their provision. 

KS1 Readiness  Awareness of different technologies and their use.  

 How to look after equipment and stay safe online  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Creating 
with Media

 

 To start to make marks intentionally.  

 To maybe give meaning to the marks 
they make.  

 To engage in pretend play.  

 To explore colours.  

 To create using small world and 
construction.  
 

 To use their senses to explore 
different materials.  

 To make simple models  

 To explore colours and mixing 

 To take part in pretend play.  

 To join materials and explore 
textures.  

 To show a range of emotions in their 
drawings.  

 

 To begin to develop stories using 
small world and equipment.  

 To freely explore different materials  

 To develop their own ideas.  

 To create closed shapes with 
continuous lines.  

 To use their drawings to represent 
ideas like movements and loud 
noises.  

 To respond to their senses. 

 To show a range of their emotions in 
their drawings.  

 

 To name colours and experiment with 
mixing colours ,using colours for a particular 
purpose 

 To create simple representations of people 
and objects  

 To draw and colour with pencils and crayons  

 To role play using props and costumes  

 To use non-statutory measures  

 To use some cooking techniques  

 To use different construction materials 

 To share their creations  

 To use natural objects to make a piece of art  
 

 To experiment with different mark 
making tools such as art pencils  

 To explore different techniques for 
joining materials  

 To know how to work safely and 
hygienically  

 To use some cooking techniques  

 To use tools to cut and join wood  

 To know the names of tools  

 To share creations and talk about the 
process  

 To make props and costumes for 
different role play scenarios  

 To mix with prime colours.  

 To plan what they are going to make  

 To draw more detailed pictures  

 To manipulate materials  

 To create observational drawings  

 To know how to work safely  

 To use some cooking techniques  

 To use tools in woodwork  

 To know some similarities and 
differences between materials  

 To learn about and compare artists  

 To share creations, talk about process 
and evaluate/ adapt their work  

Vocabulary Paint, draw, colour, build, pretend, senses, see, hear, touch, feel, smell, look, taste, build, colours, red, blue, green, yellow, 
mixing, glue, stick, feel, happy, sad, story, create,  

Names of materials and equipment, such as card, paper, glue, scissors, paint, paintbrush, Colour names Mix, make 
Light, lighter, dark, darker Join, cover, fold, Cut, snip, stick, sticky Pattern, mark, colour, press, Draw, drawing, lines, paint, colour in 
Bumpy, rough, smooth, wide, long, narrow, Positional language words, such as on, next to, inside and under, Wrap, fix, combine, 
fasten, connect, build, create, decorate, details Describe, alter, amend, adjust 
Explore, investigate, trial and error, practise Spread, fill, swirl, Dab, shade, tone, smudge, blend, Create, plan, design, method, 
strategy Texture, Imagine, imagination, Names of more advanced materials, such as pastels, charcoal 

ELG Safely use and explore a variety of materials tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function. Share their creations, explaining the process they have used.  Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in 
narratives and stories. 

KS1 Readiness  To confidently use one handed tools including scissors and mark making implements 

 To understand how to keep safe when using tools. To know how to look after resources. 

 Know colour names 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Skill Nursery Autumn Nursery Spring Nursery Summer Reception Autumn Reception Spring Reception Summer 

Being 
Expressive and 

Imaginative 

 
 
 

 To respond physically to music.  

 To explore their voice.  

 To enjoy songs and rhymes.  

 To explore different sound makers.  

 To create sound effects and 
movements, e.g., the sound of a car.  

 To use words to describe sounds and 
music.  

 To enjoy taking part in action songs.  
 

 To make rhythmical and repetitive 
sounds.  

 To enjoy taking part in action songs.  

 To move, sing and listen whilst 
playing instruments.  

 To listen with increased attention to 
sounds.  

 To enjoy songs and rhymes.  

 To explore different sound makers.  
 

 To sing loudly.  

 To ‘pitch match’.  

 To play a range of instruments with 
increasing control, expressing their 
ideas and feelings/emotions.  

 To create sounds, movements and 
drawings to accompany stories.  

 

 To sing and perform nursery rhymes  

 To experiment with different instruments 
and their sounds  

 To create musical patterns using body 
percussion  

 To use costumes and resources to act out 
narratives  

 To sing and perform songs.  

 To begin to build up a repertoire of songs 

 To create musical patterns using 
untuned instruments  

 To begin to create costumes and 
resources for role play  

 To associate genres of music with 
characters and stories  

 To create their own songs. 

  To move in time to music  

 To learn dance routines  

 To act out stories making costumes  
 and props  

 To follow a musical pattern to play 
tuned instruments  

 To create narratives based on stories  

 To create own compositions  

  To talk about whether the like or 
dislike a piece of music  

Vocabulary Music, dance, beat, sing, pretend, loud, quiet, voice, sound, actions, move, listen, instruments, rhyme. Names of materials and equipment, such as card, paper, glue, scissors, paint, paintbrush, Colour names Mix, make 
Light, lighter, dark, darker Join, cover, fold, Cut, snip, stick, sticky Pattern, mark, colour, press, Draw, drawing, lines, paint, colour in 
Bumpy, rough, smooth, wide, long, narrow, Positional language words, such as on, next to, inside and under, Wrap, fix, combine, 
fasten, connect, build, create, decorate, details Describe, alter, amend, adjust 
Explore, investigate, trial and error, practise Spread, fill, swirl, Dab, shade, tone, smudge, blend, Create, plan, design, method, 
strategy Texture, Imagine, imagination, Names of more advanced materials, such as pastels, charcoal Music, appreciation, like, 
dislike, act, patterns, genre, time, dance, invent, dance, beat, sing, pretend, loud, quiet, voice, sound, actions, move, listen, 
instruments, rhyme .Print design, pulse, rhythm, story tell, imagine, noisy, fast, slow. 



ELG Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher.  Sing a range of well know nursery rhymes and songs.  Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music 

KS1 Readiness  To be familiar with a good amount of nursery rhymes 

 To know a range of instruments and how to play them. To explore sound including beat, pitch and pulse 

 Explore and appreciate music through dance, singing and putting music to narratives.  

 


