
Friday 2nd December 2022 

Dear parents/carers, 

Christmas is here! We have a beautiful Christmas tree which was kindly 

donated by Larkins Farm. It looks fabulous in the hall and finishes off our stage 

for our Christmas assemblies.  

Our Christmas assembly performances have started this afternoon, with 

Elephant class performing to their families, and we look forward to  

welcoming all of our parents to watch their children’s performances this 

Christmas.  

Attached to this letter is a poster for our forthcoming Christmas Outdoor 

Market. This event was hugely successful last year, and we are looking 

forward to another magical evening this year. Please find more information 

on the next page. 

Thank you for your continued support  

Sue Bridgeman, Head Teacher 

 

 Attendance letters and meetings 

Regular attendance is a priority both 

for our school and for the DfE.  

Attendance letters will soon be sent out 

to parents of children whose 

attendance has fallen below 95%. A 

majority of our parents provide valid 

reasons for their children’s absences 

from school and these are recorded. 

However, we are still required to follow 

our formal procedures and monitor 

children whose attendance has  fallen. 

Pupils whose attendance has fallen 

below 90% are classed as persistent 

absentees.  

Where an attendance letter has 

previously been sent and attendance 

hasn’t improved, a meeting will be held 

with parents to see how we can 

support their child to achieve better 

attendance. 

 

Flu immunisations 

Flu immunisations took place in school this week. If your child was absent 

please see the attached flyer regarding clinics where the flu immunisation can 

be administered. Alternatively, call the immunisation team on 0300 790 0597. 

Dinner Menu 

Dinner menu for the week beginning Monday 5th December will be the Week 3 

menu.  Our menus can be found here. There are also some paper copies of the 

menu available at the school office.  

Reception and Year 3 school 

applications—September 2023  

If your child is currently in Nursery or 

Year 2 you need to apply for their 

Reception or Year 3 place, ready for next 

September.  

Applications are open now and close on 

January 15th 2023 and must be made 

via Essex Schools Admissions. 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/admissions-
to-essex-schools-for-the- next-school-

year 

 

Santa Fun Run 

We are really proud of Maverick from Cat class, who will 

be participating in the ‘Santa Fun Run’ in Colchester 

Castle park this Sunday with his Mum. Good luck 

Maverick! 

We are informed that the organisers of this event are still 

hoping for more runners. Please follow the link for more information: https://

colchester-events.co.uk/event/santa-fun-run-2022/ 

https://www.montgomery-inf.essex.sch.uk/parents/lunches-fsm-info/
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Friday 2nd December 2022 

Outdoor Christmas market 

Tuesday 13th December  4pm-5.30pm 

Thank you to all those parents who have already kindly contributed to donations for the Christmas Market.  

We are still seeking donations of bottles, packets, cans or jars for our Tombola stall. We are also requesting any unwanted gifts 

for our Secret Santa stall, where children get a chance to choose and wrap a surprise gift for a loved one. To support donations 

we are suggesting the following donation days: 

Monday 5th—Bring a tin/jar/packet 

Tuesday 6th—Bring a bottle 

Wednesday 7th—Bring a small gift item 

All donations are entirely voluntary and not a requirement. 

Thank you to parents and businesses who have already donated to our raffle! If there are any other parents or companies who 

are able to donate raffle prizes please let your child’s class teacher or our office staff know as soon as possible. 

Cake Sale: If you are able to contribute baked goods for our cake stall, these will need to be brought in on the morning of 

Tuesday 13th December. To comply with Natasha’s law all ingredients need to be listed. Nearer the date, we will provide 

blank ingredients lists which can be filled in and returned with your donations (Please note, this is not necessary for any pre-

packaged cakes).  

We are hoping to have lots of fun activities for our children to explore and experience. The event will take place in our Year 1 

playground which will be lit up by fairy lights and spot lights. We would also suggest that you bring your own torches too! 

Starry Night whole school art project 

The whole school has been very busy this week re-visualising Van Gogh's famous painting "Starry Night", We divided the 
painting up into 350 separate pieces, this was quite a feat in itself! Each child was given a piece to recreate using paint or 
pastels. They had to look closely at the colours that Van Gogh had used and also the paint marks that he produced. We 
think they've done an amazing job and created a stunning piece of collaborative artwork! 



Friday 2nd December 2022 

 

Dates for your diary:  

Reception and Year 3 school applications  - Nursery 

and Year 2 parents MUST apply for a place for next 

September, before January 15th 2023.  

Forest school sessions:  

Dragon, Elephant, Cat—Thursday 8th December  

Christmas class assemblies:  

Friday 2nd December—Elephant class, 2pm  

Monday 5th December—Tortoise class, 2.30pm  

Tuesday 6th December—Bee class, 2pm  

Wednesday 7th December—Rabbit class, 2.30pm  

Thursday 8th December—Chameleon class, 2pm  

Friday 9th December—Dragon class, 2.30pm  

Monday 12th December— Cat class, 2pm  

Tuesday 13th December—Yeti class, 2pm  

Wednesday 14th December—Frog Class, 2pm  

Monday 19th December—Unicorns 10.30am, Bears 

2pm, Owl parents can attend either performance. 

Key stage 1 stay and plays are now being held 

directly after their Christmas class assemblies.  

Outdoor Christmas Market—Tuesday 13th 

December, 4pm-5.30pm  

Monty Achievers Afternoon Teas - Week beginning 

12th December  

Christmas Dinner—Wednesday 14th December  

Quantum Theatre Company performance of ‘The 

Snow Queen’ —Monday 19th December  

End of term—Tuesday 20th December. Early finish 

at 2pm on this date.  

NSPCC Assembly 

In yesterday's assembly we shared the NSPCC’s Underwear 
Rule.  

The assembly taught our pupils the following important 
safety skills without giving explicit information or telling 
scary stories.  

We shared the NSPCC’s Underwear Rule, using the ‘PANTS’ 
acrostic, which is like a green cross code for staying safe 
from sexual abuse.  

PANTS stands for:  

Privates are private  

Always remember your body belongs to you  

No means no  

Talk about secrets that upset you  

Speak up, someone can help  

The assembly introduced a range of ideas, all delivered in a 
way that’s fully age appropriate. These included:  

- “appropriate” and “inappropriate” touching  

- your child’s right to say no to things that make them feel 
upset or uncomfortable  

- naming parts of the body. During the assembly we used 
the term private parts. In Year 2, later in the year, correct 

terminology is taught to our children, please see our 
Relationships Education policy for more details. 

- who your child can turn to if they ever feel upset or 
worried.  

If you would like to know more about the NSPCC’s 
campaign and see how you can help keep your children 
safe, more information can be found at nspcc.org.uk/
underwearrule. If you have any questions or concerns 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-
for-parents/pants-underwear-rule/ 

https://www.montgomery-inf.essex.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Relationships-Education-Policy-Nov-2021.pdf
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