
 

 

 

 

What is a pre-school drop-in clinic?  

The drop-in clinic are sessions run at children’s centres for parents/carers to attend if they are 

concerned about their child’s speech and/or language development. During the 20 minute 

appointment, the Speech and Language Therapist will briefly assess your child and you will have 

the opportunity to discuss your concerns with us. Once your child has been assessed they will 

then be placed on the most appropriate care pathway.  

Please note - this service is only available for children who are registered with a North 

Essex GP. 

What to expect?  

The therapist or assistant will assess your child’s needs through 

play, observation, informal assessment and discussion with 

parents/guardian. The therapist may ask questions regarding 

your child’s developmental history and if it is felt that additional 

information is required about your child’s skills they will be invited 

to a further appointment.  

The drop-in service will run on a ‘first come, first served’ basis, therefore it is suggested that you 

attend as early as possible. It is possible that if the drop-in session is busy, you will be asked to 

come back another day. If you arrive less than 15 minutes before the end of the session you will 

not be seen and asked to attend the next drop-in clinic.  

How do I access a drop- in clinic? 

You may be signposted to attend a drop in clinic by your health visitor, pre-school or nursery, 

however you can also attend if you are concerned about your child’s speech, language and 

communication skills. It is suggested that prior to attending a drop-in clinic, your child has 

accessed universal services offered by the health visiting team which aim to support your child’s 

skills.  

Where are they held?  

Drop-in sessions are held weekly in two locations, Clacton and Colchester. Children can attend 

either of these drop in sessions.  

 

Sydney House Children’s Centre, Maldon Way, Clacton on Sea, CO16 7PA  

Sessions will be held every Thursday, 9am – 12 noon 

Berechurch Family Hub, The Ormiston Centre, Colchester, CO2 8NN 

Sessions will be held every Tuesday 9am – 12 noon  

 

Paediatric Speech and Language Therapy 

Drop-in for Preschool Aged Children 

No appointment necessary 


