
               Year 2: A2 Overview 
 

                    Possibilities: I can make changes 
 

Concept/s Fairness Change 

Intent Children will think about what fairness means to them and what they can do if they feel 
something is unfair.  
Children will learn that fairness does not mean that everybody gets the same, but that 
everybody gets what they need and that we all have different needs as we are unique 
individuals. We believe that learning and applying the concept of fairness at an early age 
will build firm foundations for the development of empathy and sensitivity towards 
others. 
 

Children will think about the ways that their choices effect changes every day. They will learn 
about individuals who fought to change things when they saw the world as unfair. They will 
discuss things that they would like to change and share ideas about how they can make 
change happen. There will be opportunities for children to make changes through the school 
council. Children will be encouraged to embrace change and  
In helping children to understand that they are powerful creators of their own world, we help 
them to develop self-esteem, confidence, independence and a sense of self-respect. 
 

Big Questions What is fairness? 
Does fairness mean everyone gets the same? 
 

Is change a good thing? 
 

Objectives Possible Activities 
PSHE  Respecting Ourselves and Others: Learn 

 

• about the things they have in common with their friends, 

classmates, and other people 

• how friends can have both similarities and differences 

• how to play and work cooperatively in different groups and situations 

how to share their ideas and listen to others, take part in discussions, and 
give reasons for their views 

-Celebrating differences with diversity paper dolls. 
-Class debates linked to fairness and change that allow chn to apply skills learned during 
lessons about expressing an opinion 
-Create a washing line of pants display to display the ‘Pants Rule’ 
-Sort safe and unsafe secrets 
 

English Composition Focus 
 
Write about an event from 
the past. 
 
Write an informal letter 
 
 

SPaG Focus 
 
Consistent Tense 
 
Time Connectives 
 
Different Sentence Types 

Handwriting Focus 
 
Continue to learn the 
cursive letter shapes for 
each of the handwriting 
families 

Write a letter from Lord Monteagle to the mysterious friend who tried to warn him about the 
plot. Use a variety of sentence types in the letter, statement, questions and commands. 
 
Write a recount of the gunpowder plot using time sequencing words. 
 
Rosa Parks  

History 
 
 

Learn about events beyond living memory that are significant  

Learn about significant individuals from the past who have contributed to national and 

international achievements 

Use significant individuals from the past to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

Gunpowder Plot Detectives–  Children act as historical detectives, they read a statement and 
must find the artefact that best ‘proves it’ from a selection of pictures. 
 
Rosa Parks –Sort pictures into before and after the bus boycott and use the two sets of 
images to describe how the bus boycott changed America. Put a series of images/artefacts in 
order using what you know about the buss boycott. 
 

The Gunpowder Plot Emmeline Pankhurst Rosa Parkes 



-When and where the 
Gunpowder plot took place 
-Who was involved  
-What life was like for Catholics 
before the gunpowder plot 
The sequence of events leading 
up to the capture of Guy 
Fawkes 
-The way life changed for 
Catholics after the plot. 

-Early Life  
-What life was like for women 
in early 1900s 
-The achievements of 
Emmaline 
-How Emmaline changed life 
for women 
-Later life and death 
-Legacy 

-Early Life  
-What life was like for black 
people in early 1950s 
-Achievements 
-How Rosa changed life for 
black women 
-Later life and death 
-Legacy 

Emmeline Pankhurst – True or False. Give the children a selection of statements. E.g. 
Everybody supported the suffragettes. And they must use the artefacts pictures to decide if 
those statements are true or false. Children must note down which artefact they used to 
make the decision. 
 
Compare two of the activists studied in this unit and use a Venn diagram to sort statements 
E.g They put up posters to encourage people to support them/ They were arrested/ They only 
protested peacefully etc 
Use the Venn diagram to support discussion of the similarities and differences between the 
activists. 
 
 
 
 

Music To use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 
 
To listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 

To experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 
 

Learn and perform Christmas songs that include traditional hymns, newer Christmas songs 
and Christmas pop songs. 
 
Listen to different types of music and appraise, using musical vocabulary. 
 
Learn the difference between beat and rhythm. Copy and create simple rhythms. 
 
Play simple game and sing songs responding to symbols, gestures and simple notation. 
 
 
 

RE 
 
Special Places 
continued 

Personal Experience: I can talk about places that are special to me and think about what 

makes them special. I can listen respectfully and ask questions about places that are 

special to others. 

Christianity: I understand that churches are special places for Christians. I can identify 

some features of the inside and outside of churches.  I know how Christingle is celebrated. 

 

Judaism : I understand that Synagogues are special places for Jewish people. I can identify 
some features of the inside and outside of synagogues. I can talk about ways in which 
synagogues are similar and different to churches. I know what happens during the festival 
of Hanakkah and what does this remind Jews of? 
 

Nativity performance 
 
Share photos and videos of the inside of a synagogue. Labelling avtivities. 
 
Comparing churches and synagogues, what features do they share. What is different? 
 
Sunday 28th November Hannukah 
 

Science Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, 
metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for different uses 
 
Compare how things move on different surfaces. 
 
Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed by 
squashing, bending, twisting and stretching 

Changing States – Making Mint Chocolate leaves. Think about changing from solid to liquid 
and back to solid again.  
 
Making Clay Christmas Decorations – thinking about how clay can be squashed, bent, twisted 
and stretched. 
 
Reindeer bedding absorbency investigation 
 
Keeping Santa dry waterproofing investigation 
 



 
 

 


