
Friday 8th  October 2021 

Dear parents/carers, 

We are really happy with how our new phonics programme is working in school. Children are engaging in 

rigorous phonics sessions and, if needed, ‘keep up’ sessions later in the day to ensure learning takes place and 

they are ready for their next steps in phonics. A crucial part of our new phonics programme is a reading session 

which takes place three times a week. It is essential that children’s reading books return to school every day to 

support their reading. I have already had several reports from class teachers about missing and water damaged 

books. It is your child’s and your responsibility to look after these books. Missing books create lost learning time, 

not only for your child but also for other children who will need that book next! We will be seeking approval from 

our governing body to charge parents for the replacement of lost and damaged books in the future. 

Thank you for your continued support — Sue Bridgeman, Head Teacher 

Morning Music 

This week’s morning music has been: 

‘You’ve got a friend in me’  

It was lovely this morning seeing two friends take up 

hands and dance to the music as it came on in the 

playground. 

Dates for your diary: 

Parents’ meeting week—Week beginning Monday 

11th October  (Your child’s teacher will provide 

details). 

Reception photos in Gazette—Tuesday 12th October 

2021 

Tuesday 12th October—Ada Lovelace day (ICT focus) 

Reception Forest school— Thursday 14th October 

2021 

Individual photos (siblings after school) - 18th 

October  

Half term—Week beginning 25th October 2021 

Non-pupil day—Monday 1st November 2021. 

Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd November.  

Wednesday 20th 0ctober - Reception Monty 

Achiever's Afternoon Tea. 

Thursday 21st October—Year 1 Monty Achiever’s 

Afternoon Tea 

Friday 22nd October— Year 2 Monty Achiever's 

Afternoon tea  

End of term — Thursday 16th December. Early finish 

at 2pm.  

Friday 17th December - Non-pupil day  

Dinner Menu 

The dinner menu for the week beginning Monday 11th 

October will be the Week 1 menu.  

Our main menu and Vegan menu are always available 

here on our website.  

Paper copies are available from the school. 

 

 

https://www.montgomery-inf.essex.sch.uk/parents/lunches-fsm-info/


Friday 8th October 2021 

Monty Family Groups 

Next week we will be launching our ‘family groups’ for the children in school.  

Research shows that children being able to mix with different age groups supports their sense of 

responsibility (a key theme for the school this half term), with older children supporting younger children 

and younger children learning from older children. As an additional plus, children will become familiar with 

their next class teacher over the year. All classroom-based staff will get to know the children who will be 

joining them in the future, as well as our older children having the opportunity to see staff who may have 

taught them in previous years. As a parent, you will now know which classes your child will be going into as 

they move up through the school. We are hoping that this will reduce any transition worries in the future for 

our children. 

How will it work? 

Classes have been put into family groups:  

Tortoise Class, Bee class, Yeti Class – Torbeeyeti!!! 

Dragon class, Elephant class, Cat class – Dragelecat!!! 

Rabbit Class, Frog Class, Chameleon Class – Rabfrogleon!!!! 

Each family group will have three groups of 30, made up of 10 children from each 

class. 

These groups will meet once each half term (at least) for an hour of ‘Stay and Play’ type activities. This group 

will stay the same throughout their time in Montgomery (obviously, as children leave new children will be 

welcomed into one of the groups). The group will spend a term meeting in each class base, giving them an 

opportunity to become familiar with the classrooms. 

We are very excited about this and believe that our children will benefit from visiting different classes with 

other children that they will become familiar with over the year. Our first session is going to be Monday 

afternoon. Please ask your child how they got on! Teachers will be adding some pictures to Tapestry to 

share with you. 

 

 


