
Colchester to celebrate Armed Forces Day  

with a children’s art competition, free workshops and exhibition 

 
 
We are the Minories is delighted to announce the launch of a children’s art competition, in 

collaboration with Colchester Garrison, to celebrate Armed Forces Day this year on June 26th. 

 

The competition, called In Pictures – The Faces of Our Armed Forces, is open to all children 

from 5-18 years old.  

 

We are asking that children draw an A4 portrait of any member or former member of the 

Armed Forces that they know and love – it could be their parent, sibling, aunt, uncle, 

grandparent or family friend – as long as they are a serving member of the armed forces, in 

any role or capacity, or a much loved veteran. 

 

The portraits should be sent to us by post to We are the Minories, 4-5 Trinity Square, 

Colchester CO1 1JR, as a digital image to info@wearetheminories.com, or dropped off in 

person at We are the Minories’ pop-up gallery at 4-5 Trinity Square.  

 

The deadline for entries is Sunday, June 6th.  

 

(Images will not be returned. Please ensure entries are marked with the artist’s name and age, 

the name and title of the member of the armed forces pictured and a contact email.). 

 

Additionally, we would love to meet any enthusiastic young artists who would like to be 

involved (especially if they don’t know any armed forces personnel) at one of a series of FREE 

artist-led workshops, where members of the armed forces will be available to act as ‘models’. 

The children who attend the workshops will learn about the diversity of the people who 

make up our armed forces and the variety of roles they fulfil, as well as receiving 

instruction and advice on their portraits from professional portrait artists. Materials will be 

provided. 

 

The workshops will be held on the following dates and times during the Summer half-term 

holiday at the Long Wyre Street Community Hub: 

 

Ages 5-9: Saturday, May 29th, sessions at 10:30am to 12pm and 2:30pm to 4pm 

Ages 10-14: Tuesday, June 1st, sessions at 10:30am to 12pm and 2:30pm to 4pm 

Ages 15-18: Wednesday, June 2nd, sessions at 10:30am to 12pm and 2:30pm to 4pm 



 

Each workshop will be limited to 15 children (plus one accompanying responsible adult each) 

to comply with COVID regulations. 

 

To book a place on one of the free workshops please email Jade at 

info@wearetheminories.com, with the child’s age, preferred slot (morning or afternoon) and 

contact details. Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. 

 

Winning entries from the submissions received and those produced at the workshops will 

receive a certificate of excellence and be included in a portrait exhibition that launches at a 

special event on Armed Forces Day, June 26th and runs for two weeks at the new Community 

Hub in Long Wyre Street. The exhibition will be open to the public so everyone can see the 

children’s talents. 

 

A companion competition will be held in Renkum in the Netherlands where during the WW2 

Battle of Arnhem the British 1st Airborne Division landed by parachute and glider and where 

they made their final stand. Colchester signed a Bond of Friendship with Renkum in 2019 

recognising the common bond each district has with the British Airborne Forces and today’s 

basing in Colchester of 16 Air Assault Brigade. 

 

So, grab your favourite member of the armed forces and get painting! We look forward to 

receiving your entry! 

 

Like us at https://www.facebook.com/wearetheminories for the latest news. 
 

Notes to Editors: 

‘We are the Minories’ is a new incarnation of the Minories Art Gallery; run directly by the Victor 

Batte-Lay Foundation which owns the Minories building. The purpose of the Foundation as 

stated in its constitution is: “the Provision and maintenance of land and buildings owned by 

the charity as a museum and art gallery, for the exhibition of a collection or collections of 

objects of antiquarian interest, art or science for the benefit of the inhabitants of Colchester 

and of the general public.” The directors of the Foundation are keenly aware of their social 

obligations; to which end they have pledged to use their clout through the Foundation to 

mitigate climate change, to work for social justice, inclusivity, diversity and accessibility, 

ensuring the representation of under-represented groups. It is on this basis that they have 

received an Arts Council England Culture Recovery Fund Grant. 

mailto:info@wearetheminories.com
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Their current programme of activity is based on supporting emerging artists and artists from 

under-represented groups, to build creative capacity and resilience in the cultural sector in 

Colchester. They aim to do this through the reinterpretation of the collection. 

Follow them on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/wearetheminories ; Twitter at 

https://twitter.com/WMinories; and Instagram at https://instagram.com/wearetheminories/ for 

the latest news. 

 

16 Air Assault Brigade is the British Army's airborne rapid reaction force, specially trained and 

equipped to deploy by parachute, helicopter and airlanding. Its core role is to maintain the Air 

Assault Task Force (AATF), a battlegroup held at very high readiness to deploy anywhere in 

the world to carry out the full spectrum of missions, from non-combatant evacuation operations 

to war fighting. It is at the forefront of developing interoperability with the US Army’s 82nd 

Airborne Division and the French Army’s 11e Brigade Parachutiste.  

 

Colchester Garrison is responsible for managing Merville Barracks in Colchester, Wattisham 

Flying Station and Rock Barracks in Woodbridge. It provides logistical and infrastructure 

support to 16 Air Assault Brigade, which is the British Army’s rapid reaction force and has 

most of its units based within the Garrison’s footprint. It also oversees civic relations with 

Essex and Colchester’s role as a Royal Saluting Station.   
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