
"Reading aloud with children is known to 
be the single most important activity 
for building the knowledge and skills re-
quired for independent reading."   
~ Marilyn Jager Adams  

READING AT 

MONTGOMERY 

The more that you read, the more things 

you will know. The more that you learn, the 

more places you’ll go. —Dr. Seuss  

 

"So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, go 

throw your TV set away, and in its place you 

can install a lovely bookshelf on the wall." – 

Roald Dahl  

General strategies to try at home: 

Talk about the book with your child before reading – you 

could introduce any words to them you think they will 

struggle with. 

Encourage your child to read a section again to make 

sure it makes sense and to improve the expression. 

Most children read using phonics, individual sounds 

s,a,t,p,i,n, then put them together 

i + t = it s + a + t  = sat 

If they are finding a book difficult, don’t ask your child to 

sound out every word - focus on words you know that 

your child can decode. 

Sometimes read with your child (paired reading) or take 

it in turns to read a page. 

Draw your child’s attention to repeated words – encour-

age them to read them by sight, instead of sounding out. 

Encourage your child to talk about what they are reading 

as they are going along, not just at the end – can they 

predict, comment, explain what’s happening? 

Keep reading sessions short and enjoyable – reading 

should never be a chore! 

You can support your child by fostering a love of 

reading: 

 Read stories, poems and other texts aloud to 

your child 

 Let your child see you reading for purpose 

and pleasure 

 Visit the library / bookshops to choose their 

own books the nearest library is Prettygate 

Library 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/library-locations-and-opening-

times/prettygate-library/  

 Reading with siblings, older and younger 

 Use stories on CDs to follow 

 Follow your child’s interests 

 Give reading a purpose - TV guide, recipes, 

game instructions, signs, catalogues… 

 

Online support 

Bug club—your child should have log in details to 

access Bug club, please ask your class teacher. 

support your child with phonics at home     

Letters and sounds Lhttp://www.letters-and-

sounds.com/   

Phonics play  https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

freeIndex.htm  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/

letters-and-sounds  
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At Montgomery we want to instil a love of reading in 

our children and we believe we can do this by encour-

aging them to choose the books they want to read. 

We do this by: 

 Daily phonics input following the Letters and 

Sounds programme 

 Assessing children’s phonics ability and assigning 

them a book band. 

 Ensuring that a range of fiction, non-fiction and 

phonics books are available in each book band.  

 Encourage children to independently select 

books that they want to read from a range of 

books they will have success in reading.  

 Ensuring children are secure in their reading by 

checking their: phonic knowledge, sight  vocabu-

lary and comprehension before moving them to 

the next band 

 Awarding Reading Ribbons to recognise chil-

dren’s achievement in reading 

 Selecting ‘Reading Champions’, children who 

have an excellent attitude towards reading 

 Teaching comprehension skills 

 Modelling ‘being a reader’ by daily sharing of a 

whole class book 

 Regular individual or group reads with an adult 

 ERIC sessions—Everyone Reading In Class 

 

Term Phonics phase Book band 

Reception  

emerging 

Phase 1 Lilac 

Reception  

emerging 

Phase 2 Pink 

Reception 

expected 

Phase 3 Red 

End of reception 

beginning year 1 

Phase 3/4 Yellow 

Year 1 begin-

ning 

Phase 4/5 Blue 

Year 1 working 

in 

Phase 5 Green 

Year 1 secure Phase 5 Orange 

End of year 1 

beginning year 2 

Phase 5/6 Turquoise 

Year 2 

beginning 

Phase 5/6 Purple 

Year 2 

Working in 

Phase 6 Gold 

Year 2 

secure 

 White 

Greater depth  Lime 

Greater depth  brown 

There are two main processes involved in becoming a 

reader;. 

 word recognition- learning to read the words on 

the page, we teach this through phonics and sight 

recognition of common exception words and high 

frequency words. 

 comprehension - developing skills that help chil-

dren to understand what they are reading. 

 

We use DERIC to support children’s comprehension skills 

D—Decode: Word Reading 

E—Explain: Discussing vocabulary in context and discuss-

ing understanding of whole texts 

R—Retrieve: Finding Information in the text 

I—Interpret: Inference skills with a emphasis on using 

evidence 

C—Choice: Focus on author’s choice of words and layout 

 

 

 


