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Dear Parents/carers, 
Firstly, I must apologise for the lack of a newsletter last Friday. It has been my intention to send out a weekly 
newsletter each Friday, however, it has been an extremely busy first half term and before I knew it we were at the 
end of this week! So here is a double newsletter for you to read, hopefully we will be back on track next week. 
Newsletters will be sent out to parents email addresses and will also be published on our website. 
 
If travelling, or planning to travel, please ensure that you are aware of the latest government guidance, including 
which countries are part of the ‘travel corridor’ with the UK. 

 
Thank you 

Parent Teacher Meetings 

We are more than half way through a long first half term back. Your children are doing amazingly well! Year 
group leads will be writing to you shortly regarding the upcoming parent meetings. Due to COVID restrictions 
the majority of these will be phone conversations, with your child’s work being shared on their Tapestry 
account. More details to follow. 

Year 2—week beginning 5th October 
Year 1—week beginning 12th October 

Early Years (Reception and Nursery) - weeks beginning 19th October and 3rd November 
 
The school will break up for half term on Friday 23rd October and will reopen on Tuesday 3rd November. 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

Montgomery Infant School and Nursery fully complies with information legislation. For the full details on how 
we use your personal information please visit our website: www.montgomery-inf.essex.sch.uk and click on 
Privacy. If you are unable to access the internet please request a hard copy from the school office. 

Monty Achievers and other Awards 

Next week will see our first socially distanced ‘Afternoon Tea’ for our ‘Monty 
Achievers’. These will take place in the hall and will be a celebration of these chil-
dren’s efforts over the last few weeks. Last week we launched our ‘Kindness Tro-
phy’ which is awarded to a class at the end of each week for displaying attributes 
from our ‘Monty Way’ expectation of ‘looking after each other’,  specifically when 
in the dinner hall. Last weeks winning class were Rabbit Class. Well done, Rabbits! 

On Monday we will be announcing our ‘Monty Reading Champions’. Each class  
nominates a reading champion for the month. During their time as a champion 
they will be recorded reading one of our ‘Monty Must Reads’ books, which will 
then be shared during one of our Thursday assemblies. We continue to give out 
reading, writing and maths reward ribbons for children who show a determined 
attitude to their learning. Children are also able to earn our Learning Friends stick-
ers for demonstrating these different characteristics of learning in their own play 
and learning. 

http://www.montgomery-inf.essex.sch.uk
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Morning Music 
You may have been enjoying our morning music this which has been ’The Colonel Bogey March’ by Kenneth  
Alford. Each week we choose a different piece of music to welcome our children into school and also to begin 
our daily assemblies. We video classes ‘conducting’ the music, which is shared across the school during our 
assemblies. Next week it will be the turn of some of our youngest children, who will be conducting to ‘The 
Syncopated Clock’ by Leroy Anderson. This is an amusing piece of music, which includes an alarm going off! I 
hope you enjoy it. 

Drinking water 

I have had a small number of parents enquiring about our COVID-19 risk assessment and our request for 
‘no water bottles’. This has been reviewed by staff and we still assess that water bottles being brought 
into school pose an additional risk during this time.  

Children have not been asked to bring in drinks bottles to minimize items being brought in from home.  
Cups and jugs will be cleaned with warm soapy water and stored before using again.  Frequent drink 
breaks throughout the day will be offered.—Risk Assessment Sept 2020 

Our rationale for this is that water bottles can only be stored in a central point, our children do not have 
a designated table that they sit at all day, as this goes against our principles as educators of infant age 
children. Due to this there is a high risk of cross contamination, children using each others bottles, 
bottles being dropped and rolling on the floor further increasing contamination. We have also in the 
past had numerous water bottles which aren’t collected and remain in school. Staff are not responsible 
for cleaning personal items so these bottles would go uncleaned.   

Teachers ensure that children have access to water throughout the day. They have designated snack 
time, when water is available, and constant drink breaks throughout the day. A dehydrated child will not 
be able to focus on their learning and our primary concern is to ensure that all our children are focused 
and ready to learn. Please feel reassured that we will ensure your child stays hydrated. 

Friday 2nd October 2020 

Montgomery Infant School and Nursery fully complies with information legislation. For the full details on how 
we use your personal information please visit our website: www.montgomery-inf.essex.sch.uk and click on 
Privacy. If you are unable to access the internet please request a hard copy from the school office. 

Questionnaire results and Flu Immunisation response forms  

Firstly I would like to thank all parents who have returned our recent questionnaire 
regarding remote education. These responses will support us in ensuring that any 
remote learning package we create will support all our learners during the COVID 
pandemic. We have had replies from about 50% of our families but, in order to get a 
clear picture of how best to support our children and families during the COVID 
pandemic, we would really like responses from all our families. We will be sending out 
an additional questionnaire to parents who have not returned theirs. 

Flu immunisation forms were sent home this week. Please return the consent forms and 
return to school as soon as possible. Many Thanks.  

Thank you for 
your continued 

support. 
 

Sue Bridgeman,  
Headteacher 
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